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as yet even partially healed; but the effects of this wound on the life
of the Chinese "body politic were at any rate not strikingly apparent
to the eye of an outside observer. The history of China in 1933 might
indeed have followed almost the same course if the Manchnrian crisis
had never arisen; and those who expected to see political reintegra-
tion in China make a rapid advance under the stimulus of aggression
from outside were disappointed in their hopes. If, beneath the sur-
face, there were forces gathering strength which had not yet reacted
on public affairs at the time of writing, the record of them must await
their emergence on the political plane. The events of the year 1933
in China must, therefore, be viewed not so much in their immediate
relation to the Far Eastern situation in its momentary shape as from
the point of view of China's slow evolution into an * organized state'
—to use the description which was denied to the China of the day by
Japan in the Manchurian controversy. China's record in this respect
would seem to be the more important as it became increasingly clear
that upon her ability to achieve unity and strength, and upon her
speed in achieving it, might depend her immunity from further
assaults on her sovereignty and territorial integrity,
China's internal conditions in 1933 were still mainly determined
by the Central Government's relations with the various regional
parties and individual chiefs. In Northern China the position was
complicated by pressure from outside. Marshal Chang Hsueh-liang,
Governor of Hopei Province—the key province in the North—had
incurred the particular displeasure of the Japanese authorities when
ruler of Manchuria, and this enmity had followed him to Peiping.
At the same time he and his troops had been discredited in Chinese
popular opinion by their pitiable collapse in the face of the Japanese
attack in the autumn of 1931. When, therefore, fighting was resumed
in Jehol and along the Hopei border early in 1933, cthe Young
Marshal' was ill qualified either for putting himself at the head of
a resistance to the Japanese and 'Manchukuo5 troops or for nego-
tiating terms of peace; and within a few days of the fall of Jehol
city he resigned his post and retired to Shanghai en route for Europe.
The breach was filled by Chiang Kai-shek taking temporary charge
on the spot and appointing his War Minister Ho Ying-ch'ing to the
command of the northern armies. Shortly after this, General Huang
Fu, a former Minister for Foreign Affairs and persona grata to the
Japanese, was sent to assist in the pourparlers for a truce, and in
June he became chairman of the Peiping Political Council, in which
capacity he remained in civil control of the northern area during the
rest of the year.

